
PROMOTING WOMEN’S EQUITY THROUGH EDUCATION FOR OVER 100 YEARS 

FABULOUS FALL 

Presidents’ Message   

Greetings to AAUW-Atlantic County members: 

Fall 2024 began with a September welcome meeting where over 30 AAUW members gather for dinner 
and an opportunity to catch up after our summer break. Leaders of our interest groups and committees 
shared information about each and attendees signed up to get involved in different activities. 

October’s meeting topic was Sylvia Plath and the challenges she faced as a poet and writer, led by Emily 
Van Duyne, a writing professor at Stockton University. Emily engaged us in an active discussion based on 
the research she did for her book “Loving Sylvia Plath” which was recently published. The meeting was 
held at the Linwood library and a special thank you to Hannah Bishop, the library administrator, for 
arranging Emily’s visit. Also, thanks to MaryLou, Aida and Theresa and their hospitality committee for 
providing the wonderful selection of desserts. 

On November 16, 2024, the annual AAUW fund raiser is being held at Josie Kelley’s in Somers Point. If you 
have not yet registered, you may do so online, or you should have received an invitation in the mail. The 
deadline for registration is November 1. The funds raised at this event support our scholarship offerings to 
young women who are pursuing higher education degrees. Please come out on November 16 and assist 
our future leaders to earn their education in preparation for a career of their choice. 

This is an election year as we all know and I ask, “Why is voting important?” I researched facts about 
voting which I believe are relevant to our current competitive election. Many may feel that their “one 
vote” does not count, but in a close election, every vote counts.  

Voting is a civic duty; it is a right that was not always guaranteed to all Americans. Our vote impacts our 
future and may affect generations to come. We cannot have a representative government unless we 
make our voices heard and that is through our vote. When politicians hear our voices, they become 
accountable to protect our constitutional rights and American democracy, as well as our international 
standing.  

There are issues that Americans face and casting our vote can influence their outcome. For example, 
climate change, reproductive rights, immigration, the economy, and LGBTQ+ are significant and cannot be 
ignored. Our vote will make a difference.  

I am not advocating one political party or candidate, but only that we must vote for what we believe best 
represents our ideals.  

Regards, 

Shelly Meyers, Co-President of Atlantic County Chapter of AAUW         sfmecllc@gmail.com 
Jean McAlister, Co-President of Atlantic County Chapter of AAUW         mcaliste@atlanticcape.edu 
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 Program Vice President Shelley Cohen cohen2475@gmail.com 

 

A sizable crowd of branch members and interested guests attended 
our October program held in the Linwood Library on October 11th. 
Emily Van Duyne, a Stockton Writing Professor, discussed her new 
book, Loving Sylvia Plath:  A Reclamation. She spoke about new 
facts that have emerged concerning Plath's life which led her to 
write this work. The program was very interactive, many questions 
asked and answered. Afterwards, participants enjoyed tasty 
refreshments. Many thanks to MaryLou Breidenstine, Linda Karp, 
Aida Colon and Theresa Sartorio for their help with the setup. 

After our annual November fundraiser, the planning committee is currently working on our traditional 
Holiday Luncheon which will take place at 12 noon in the Linwood Library on Saturday, Dec. 14, 2024. 
MaryLou will facilitate the food setup. We plan to honor two of our members who have passed away in 
2024, Carolyn Bassett and Stella Hordes. In addition, Kathy Zeigenfus will test our memories with her Trivia 
questions.  This is an annual event open to all new and old members, those who attend every meeting and 
those that don't. Come out and enjoy the camaraderie of new and old friends! 

Winter break will be observed in January with no program scheduled. However, our committee is hard at 
work planning themes, locations, topics and times for our 2025 programs:  more information to come in the 
next newsletter in early January. If you are interested in joining the planning committee, do not hesitate to 
contact me. We always welcome newcomers! 
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Membership Vice President Shelly Meyers sfmecllc@gmail.com 

I am pleased to announce that the Atlantic County branch of AAUW has 110 members . Thanks to the program 
committee and interest group leaders who encouraged visitors to attend events and become members. Several 
AAUW members have joined me in reaching out to new members with special welcomes and invitations to participate 
in interest group activities. 

AAUW Atlantic County Branch follows the values as stated in AAUW’s mission.  

Intergenerational: Our program committee and different interest groups work hard to plan events that 
appeal to all ages. There are so many opportunities to engage in different experiences that every member can 
find an area that suits their interests. 

Inclusion: AAUW at the national, state, and local level articulate specific member responsibilities. These 
include creating an inclusive environment for all members. We treat each other with respect and dignity that 
is free from discrimination. AAUW welcomes women who have diverse backgrounds, cultures, and ethnicity, 
and encourages them to promote and advance their own interests. 

Empowering: Member participation is key in maintaining the vibrant and cohesive association within our 
group. We will attract non-affiliated women to join as we model the AAUW values and work toward removing 
gender bias and barriers. 

In closing, should you have a friend who may be interested in joining, please bring her to a meeting so she can see for 

herself what we are all about. Additionally, we know that some of our members have limited access to 
transportation to attend AAUW meetings or special events. If you need a ride, please email me in advance 
at SFMECLLC@gmail.com and we will arrange a carpool. 

Finance Officer Jackie Shelley-Tasoff jacalyn_shelley2003@yahoo.com 

On October 15th the Board passed the 2024-2025 Budget. Although we show a projected loss of $1,467, our 
operating account balance is $7,410.04. We haven't budgeted for unrestricted 
donations or donations given for programs. If you'd like to make a donation to 
AAUW to reduce our projected loss, please send your check with a note to Linda 
Karp. Remember these donations are not tax deductible.  

If you have any questions about the budget, please don't hesitate to contact me. 
To view the budget, please click the button on this email or follow this link. 

 

 

 

   

https://files.constantcontact.com/e4164795801/2d94729e-a82d-4247-b427-3052f39df77c.pdf
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Community Partnership Officer Nicola Tasoff nicolatasoff@gmail.com 

Community Partnerships is excited to announce a few projects! Join us the first Monday of every month at 
7:00 PM via Zoom. Our first meeting will be November 4th. All 
members are invited. To join the meeting, please use this link: 
 
 
 
Current Project: 
Please join us in the #GreatBigDiaperDrive - Community Food Bank of New Jersey – Women Fighting 
Hunger. The Diaper Drive is going on now. Ideally, they will welcome your donations by Nov. 6, the first day 
they will pack donations. They are happy to accept your contributions past 
that date since they distribute diapers to families in need and accept diaper 
donations throughout the year.  
Links: 

• WFH Fundraising Page - use this link if you want to donate funds 
directly to CFBNJ in support of the #GreatBigDiaperDrive 

• Link: give.cfbnj.org/gbdd2024  

• Amazon Wishlist: 

• Link: Amazon Wishlist Big Diaper Drive 
 
Upcoming Projects:  

1. Volunteer opportunities in the Community Assistance Pantry at the EHT Warehouse and drives 
offsite, particularly the Annual Turkey Drive, Saturday, Nov. 23. Volunteers would be 
stationed at either Acme or ShopRite in Somers Point. Responsibilities include handing out 
lists to people with the most needed food items for a turkey dinner and then collecting the 
items as people leave the store (putting them in shopping carts). Cash donations are also 
accepted. If you want to help out by volunteering, let me know as soon as possible. 

2. Dress for Success Professional Attire Clothing Drive. We are planning this for early Spring 2025. 
Together, we can bridge the gap between potential and opportunity, empowering women to 
succeed in their professional journeys. Set aside items from your closet now for our 
springtime clothing drive of clothing for professional settings. 

3. #GreatBigPeriodProductDrive - Community Food Bank of New Jersey – Women Fighting Hunger – 
Spring 2025  

Let us come together to make a meaningful impact in our community! 

Tutors for Educational Equity Virginia Rettig rettigva@yahoo.com 

The State of New Jersey (finally) recently clarified guidance around their requirements for teaching 
certifications related to the Praxis test. While they are relaxing the requirements, as of now, teachers need 
to have held a 3.0 or higher GPA in college to waive the Praxis. So, for now we are working with a few 
teachers to help them pass the Praxis and we just helped a client pass Writing! There are rumors that the 
Praxis requirement may go away for good this January, but it is not clear. Either way, the demand for 
tutoring has dropped significantly this year for all the right reasons. Some degree of equity for NJ teachers 
may finally be here. 

https://zoom.us/j/96751958245?pwd=e
UF1bDlaL3F2V2ZSajhBWjVzWnpTQT09 
Meeting ID: 967 5195 8245 
Passcode: Friends 

https://give.cfbnj.org/fundraiser/5795019
https://www.amazon.com/hz/wishlist/ls/1QB7A23BGK3HL?ref_=wl_share
https://zoom.us/j/96751958245?pwd=eUF1bDlaL3F2V2ZSajhBWjVzWnpTQT09
https://zoom.us/j/96751958245?pwd=eUF1bDlaL3F2V2ZSajhBWjVzWnpTQT09
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STEM Officer Theresa Basquez tbasquez_86@hotmail.com 

At this time, Atlantic County fundraising efforts are in full 
swing, so please support the events that raise funds for 
STEM and Scholarships as best you can.  

Local STEM events will begin in the new year. This is the last newsletter 
before our first event, so please mark your calendar and  volunteer as soon 
as you are able! 
 

TWEEN TECH will be held at Stockton University on Friday, January 3, 

2025, from 8:30 am to 1:00 pm.   
We have traditionally supported this event by providing chaperones for the 
students and anything extra that comes along.  If you are able to volunteer, please visit the website below 

and add your name and email address, and which sessions you are able to support.  CLICK LINK HERE to 

add your name to the volunteer list. 
 
Here's how the day is structured:   
      8:00 - 9:00 am    Students assemble, breakfast 
      9:00 - 10:30 am    Workshop 1 
      10:30 - 11:30 am Early lunch 
      11:30 - 1:00 pm  Workshop 2 
      1:00 - 2:00      Campus tour/depart 
If you have any questions or concerns, or if I can help in any way, please don't hesitate to contact me. 
Hope to see you there! 

Diversity Officer Sharone E. Brown-Jackson brownjacksonse@aol.com 

Tuesday, November 26, 2024 Is national "Good Grief Day"! 
Let us have cause for reflection as it honors the legacy of 
Charles Schulz, creator of the beloved "Peanuts" comic strip. 
From the adventures of Snoopy and Charlie Brown to the 
wisdom of Linus plus the diversity of Franklin, Schulz's work 
is a cherished  part of many lives. It also pinpoints 
encouraging acts of kindness, fostering a sense of 
community and promoting empathy in highlighting the 
universal nature of grief.  
And on Thursday, November 28, 2024, please enjoy your 
Thanksgiving!! 

I am loving the collaboration of December holiday celebrations for 2024 - Christmas Day is Wednesday, 
December 25, 2024; Hanukkah begins on December 25, 2024 and ends on Thursday, January 2, 2025; 
Kwanzaa begins on Thursday, December 26, 2024 and ends on Wednesday, January 1, 2025 - what an 
unique trinity!!! 

Public Information Pam Tyson pamtyson@herocampaign.com 

I look forward to continuing to help with the designs for the email blasts that go out to our members for 
our upcoming events.  I also am in the process of designing a stand-alone pop up highlighting our chapter 
that can be brought to events. 

https://docs.google.com/spreadsheets/d/1oSE6XFadbulq5StF9BUfPx-88D0iYpx7DRGxNLRIUe0/edit?usp=sharing
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Fundraiser Officer Kathy Zeigenfus kzeigenfus@aol.com 

Our committee has been fervently working on our Annual Scholarship and STEM Luncheon and we think 
we have a real winner which you will enjoy, be enriched by, and generously support.  See the full 
invitation on the following pages of this newsletter. Our theme is, “A 
Celebration of Women in the Sciences:  Past and Present.” It will include 
biographical sketches of women scientists from the past  and three 
dynamic women speakers from the science community around us today.  
Pretty serious topics after our afternoon of entertainment with Gina 
Roche last year and three years of Lucy and Ethel and Louise!  

Why did we choose this serious subject this year?  It’s because this is what 
AAUW is all about:  enlightening and solving problems for women.  In this 
case, it’s for women in the STEM fields:  Science, Technology, Engineering, 
and Mathematics, fields in which the numbers of successful women  are 
still greatly less than those of successful men. 

However, we will have fun!!  Our venue is a new one:  Josie Kelly’s Public 
House in Somers Point.  It will have a different feel from past venues with 
a great atmosphere, authentic Irish food and music, tasty drinks available at a cash bar, and a casual and 
friendly atmosphere.  We are diligently working on making our baskets better than ever and will hold a 
50/50 as well.  (We are still accepting gift cards, themed baskets, and items for baskets as well.) 

Please continue to support our scholarships for college students and STEM activities by attending our 
luncheon and making a generous, tax deductible donation to AWCO. Register and donate today by going 
to our website https://ac-nj.aauw.net/  The generosity of fourteen of our members from Atlantic County 
was evident with $670.00 in donations to our National Association. This was for the 2024 year as of 
October.  Many thanks to those who support AAUW in all levels. 

Our Boscov’s Friends Helping Friends activity has brought in close to $300.00, which will go to our 
Scholarships and STEM activities.  This is a great way to spend a day of unbelievably enjoyable shopping 
while doing something positive for our programs.  Thanks to all those who purchased coupons and to 
Boscov’s for continuing to support local organizations and charities. 

Public Policy Jean McAlister mcaliste@atlanticcape.edu 

As we think about voting in the upcoming election, we vote with the hopes that there is both equality and equity for 
all women today and in the future. AAUW’s priorities continue to be strongly focused on women’s rights and our 
organization continues to advocate for all women and girls.  

Please take the time to learn more about AAUW’s priorities: “addressing setbacks in women’s rights, including the 
weakening of reproductive healthcare, the end of affirmative action, and attacks on Title IX and workplace 
harassment.” I learn something new every time I visit AAUW’s national website about the advocacy work being 
done.  

While each of us is only one vote, collectively all women’s voices matter regardless of one’s political affiliation. Out 
voting matters in this election and all elections. 

For more information about the work being done on the national level to support women and girls, please check 
our national website aauw.org. 

Committee volunteers Shelley Cohen 

and Audrey Owen work on baskets 

for our auction. 

https://files.constantcontact.com/e4164795801/8c4812d5-41da-4816-a5dd-af4b7c6cb8c7.pdf
https://ac-nj.aauw.net/
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Late Responses for the luncheon are encouraged to register online here. 

Donations can be mailed using this form 

 
Questions about registering: Lisa Goodwin  

(609) 402-8890 or lisagoodwin999@gmail.com 

https://ac-nj.aauw.net/
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INTEREST GROUPS 

Documentary/Short Film Group Jean Mason Jeanmariemason54@gmail.com 

Documentary/Short Film Group- 1st Monday of the month- Linwood 

Library- 1:00 - October to June 2025 

The AAUW Atlantic Film Group meets on the first Monday of the 

month at 1:00 PM at the Linwood Library. We watch a variety of 

documentaries and short films. Anyone may submit a film of their 

choice for a future month. We enjoy watching and discussing each film 

while we “chat and chew” with snacks. 

November- a more somber topic, but one that is important given our 

current school climate. The film is called: School Shootings: Notes from Dunblame. The film is 22 minutes long and is a 

2018 Documentary/Short Film. Watch the trailer below: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BCPwCAJYtAo 

“In the wake of the 2012 Sandy Hook Elementary School massacre that took the lives of 20 first graders and their 

teachers, local clergymen Father Bob Weiss receives a letter from a fellow priest in Dunblane, Scotland, whose 

community suffered an eerily similar fate in 1996. From across the Atlantic, the two priests forge a poignant bond 

through the shared experience of trauma and healing.” 

December- the movie this month may make you think more about your holiday shopping. The move is called: The 

Minimalists: Less is More. The film is 53 minutes long and is a 2020 Documentary Short film. 

Watch the trailer below: 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jn-xbOCZOiQ 

“Longtime friends Joshua Fields Millburn and Ryan Nicodemus share how our lives can be better with less. They've built a 

movement out of minimalism.” 

NOTE*- For this movie, I invite you to bring one item that you would like to discard because it no longer has any value to 

you and it is just taking up space.  

 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=BCPwCAJYtAo
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=jn-xbOCZOiQ
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Bon Appetit  Kristina Baker kristinabaker2014@gmail.com 

Bon Appetit meets monthly to explore food and cuisine in our own homes. Each 
meeting takes place in a different member's home where they prepare a selection 
of dished for us to sample. Various cooking techniques and tricks are shared. Special 
thank you goes to Mary Lou for her chief's skills in cooking carrot soup and humus. 
Linda Karp for taking the pictures which are attached. 

Upcoming Bon Appetit Gatherings: 

Date: Monday, November 18, 1:30pm 

Program: Pat Peiffer (guest vegan cook) will be making a vegan Thanksgiving dish 

If you have a question or concern do not hesitate to contact me 

Lastly, as of November 1, I will be sharing the duties of the group with Daria. Thank 
you so much for offering to help out. 

 

 

Explorers Group Kristina Baker kristinabaker2014@gmail.com 

Where we have been:  

On September 13, we visited New Jersey Nature 

Rescue in Woodbine NJ. We were given a tour 

of the rescue center by Steve Serwatka who 

takes care of animals that people originally kept 

as pets. We saw alligators, goats, otters, foxes, 

parrots etc. 
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Explorers Group Kristina Baker kristinabaker2014@gmail.com 

On October 11 we visited Lucy 

the elephant in Margate. We 

were given a talk on the history 

of the building, watched a short 

video and were able to go to the 

top with a view of the ocean and 

Margate. 

Our group meets on the second 

Friday of each month at 1:30 

Upcoming:  

Date: Friday November 8 

Time: 1:30 

Place: New Jersey Maritime 

Museum 

Address: 528 Dock Road  

Beach Haven, LBI 

Program: docent tour of their 

museum, covering shipwreck 

artifacts, antique diving gear, 

lighthouses along the 127 mile NJ 

coast, rare postcard collection, 

antique china and silver etc. 

Accessibility: no issues 

Cost: Donations at the door 

Carpooling: if you cannot arrange 

on your own, let me know so I 

can help, 

 

 

December 13 - plans are not finalized at this time. 

If you have a question or concern do not hesitate to contact me. 
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The Salon Group Valerie Koob vkoob@aol.com 

The Salon discussion group is now in its third season! We meet monthly to discuss a timely issue or a 
philosophical question. Each month, a member volunteers to facilitate; they choose a topic and prepare 
questions to pose at the meeting. There are no right or wrong answers, and we are not searching for a 
consensus. The discussion is the point!  

Over the past two years, we have hit on a wide range of topics, including: Controversial Works of Art, Obesity 
and New Weight Loss Drugs, How to Find Happiness, Trends in US Education, Homelessness, Banned Books, 
Religion in Society, Trans Girls in Sports, The Pros and Cons of Artificial Intelligence, Ethics and Euthanasia, 
Growing Old in America, and more. 

We meet from 2:30-3:30, on the second Monday of each month, usually at the Margate Library, though if the 
library is closed, we meet at a member’s home. Our next discussion will be on Monday September 9th at the 
Margate Library. The October and November meetings will be held off-site. If you want to join the Salon group, 
or just learn more about it, please email me at VKoob@aol.com. 

Great Decisions Group Lynne Walters rrwalters321@hotmail.com 

This year the Great Decisions group met over the months of March, April and 
May to discuss various global issues. We met on Mondays in the Margate 
Library. If you are interested in joining next year to discuss issues that impact 
the world, this program is for you!  We read a chapter in our Great Decisions 
book, see a film on that topic, then spend the rest of the session discussing it. 
We generally reserve a spot in the program in February with an announcement 
in this newsletter. Please send me an email to be included in the annoucments. 

Book Group Mary Lou Breidenstine   breidensti@aol.com 

The book group meets monthly. Thank you to Terry Dailey for recommending and leading the discussion of Remarkedly 

Bright Creatures. It was very enlightening. Upcoming book discussions will be lead by Diana. 

All meetings are at 10:30 at the Linwood Library. If you are interested in joining this group, please send me an email to 

be added to the list. 

Date Title Author Reviewer 

11/1/24 My Antonia Willa Cather Diana Intenzo 

12/6/24 The Worst Hard Times Timothy Egan Diana Intenzo 

No January Book Group Meeting 

2/8/25 Small Things Like These Claire Keegan Ann-Maria Guevara 

 

 

about:blank
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For A More Equal Society Ann-Maria Guevara amguevara@comcast.net 

For a More Equal Society, a group devoted to reading and discussing issues related to 
social justice begun by our friend Carolyn Bassett, will resume on September 12. We 
meet once a month, on the second Thursday of the month, at 1:00 p.m. via Zoom. For 
our September meeting, we will finish our discussion of The Identity Trap by Yascha 
Mounk which examines the ways in which the growing self identification by race, 
nationality, sexual orientation and political party has adversely impacted democracy 
and ways in which to counter this divisive ethos. Moving forward, we'll look at books, 
articles from reputable sources and documentaries which examine other aspects of 
social justice. We welcome new members. If you are interested in joining, please email 
Ann-Maria Guevara at amguevara@comcast.net. 

Conversational Spanish Jeannette Flax  jcflax@yahoo.com 

Consider joining our very informal conversations at the Linwood Library Mondays from 
4:15 to 6:00. We talk about our jobs, our families, books, movies, holiday celebrations, 
trips - all to improve and maintain fluency. You are welcome, even if you cannot come 
every week. Please note that the library will be closed Monday, November 14 for 
Veterans' Day.If you would like to join us, please contact me (609) 653-6177. Everyone 
is welcome! 

Ethnic Cuisines Gretchen Braunwrath gretchenb66@gmail.com 

Our members are very interested in international cuisine.  From September through May, this luncheon group 
meets at local ethnic restaurants to socialize and enjoy good food and good times together. Please send me 
an email if you are interested in joining us.  

Stockton Theater Ushers Group Theresa Sartorio theresasartorio@comcast.net 

Stockton Ushers are 
enjoying lunch together 
after the October 23rd 
event. Volunteers are 
needed as ushers for the 
Stockton Children's 
Theater. This is an 
enjoyable way to meet 
members and help our 
community. 

 

 

 

 

  

about:blank
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Stockton Theater Ushers Group Theresa Sartorio theresasartorio@comcast.net 

November 19, at 10:30 am: The program is Dear Esther by 
Richard Rashke for grades 7-12.  

 “Dear Esther” is based on the true story of Esther Terner 
Raab, a Holocaust survivor who escaped from Sobibor, a Nazi 
death camp in eastern Poland, and the site of a rebellion by 
the death camp workers against their Nazi captors. Created 
by the author as a result of extensive interviews with Esther 
and incorporating real letters written to Esther by students who heard her speak, “Dear Esther,” chronicles the 
main character’s personal journey into understanding her past. Through interaction with her own conscience 
and the reaction of students as written in personal letters to her, Esther confronts many of the themes that 
define this devastating period in world history. 

The Nutcracker by the Atlantic City Ballet is December 13 at 10:30 am.  

If you would like to see the entire schedule, please follow this link to the Stockton page.  

This group is a great introduction to our branch. The responsibilities are light, and we all work together to help 
the students enjoy the show. Afterwards, we often go together for lunch and have some time to connect and 
get to know one another.  

If you can volunteer between the hours of 9:45 to noon, please call or email Theresa at 609 965-9521 or 
theresasartorio@comcast.net for details. 

 
 

Programs and Board Meetings 

Friday 
Nov 1 

Online or 
by mail 

RSVP due for Fundraising Luncheon Lisa Goodwin 

Saturday 
Nov 16 

Josie Kelly  
Public House 

Noon 

Scholarship Fundraising Luncheon  
A Celebration of Women in the Sciences: 
Past and Present 

Kathy Zeigenfus 

Wednesday 
Nov 20 

7 pm 
Zoom 

Board Meeting Jean McAlister 

Saturday  
Dec 14 

TBD 
Linwood Library 

Holiday Potluck: Remembering Carolyn 
Bassett and Stella Hordes 

Shelley Cohen 

    

 

Keep up to date with Interest Group Events by emailing the program leader! 

 

 

Information on the dates, times and event details for Interest Groups can be found in the sections above or  

by contacting the Interest Group Leader directly. 

 

https://stockton.universitytickets.com/w/default.aspx?cid=182

